ASOKA APPOINTS PRECEPTORS

treatment of created beings, respect for relatives, respect
for Brahmans and ascetics, obedience to Father and
Mother, obedience to elders, and many other acts of
virtue. The sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons of
King Priyadarsin, beloved of the Gods, shall also increase
this culture of virtue. They shall exhort to virtue,
standing steadfast in virtue and morality until the end
of time. To exhort to virtue is surely a very excellent
work, while from the immoral no virtue is to be expected.
Growth, therefore, in these things and no diminution is
good. For this purpose, that they may cause the growth
of this matter, and not behold its diminution, has this
(Edict) been written. King Priyadarsin, beloved of the
Gods, has caused this to be written twelve years after his
inauguration.

EDICT FIVE

The beloved of the Gods, King Priyadarsin, thus
proclaims : to do good is difficult and he who does good
does certainly a very difficult act. I have done much
good. Let all my work in that behalf be carried out by
my sons, grandsons, and great-grandsons and others of
my posterity until the end of time. They will thereby
do good. He who shall cause this command to be set
aside shall commit great sin. Sin in deed is easily com-
mitted. Previously there were no ministers of religion,
but such officers are appointed by me in the thirteenth
year of my inauguration for the purpose Qf presiding
over morals among persons of all persuasions for the sake
of increase of virtue among the people of Yavan, Kamboja,
Gandhara, Rashtrika* and Pitenihen, and . . . those
who may be or may not be devoted to my cause . . .
for the happiness of the faithful . * . and for warding
off imprisonment and capital punishment. . . they are to
superintend among Government officials as among elders.
Also in Patliputra and abroad . . . others of my relatives
are sent everywhere. This practice which is initiated is
very . * . ministers of religion. For this end has this
Edict been caused to be written.

* In the South of India.
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